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Introduction	
  
The	
  City	
  of	
  Ruston	
  is	
  committed	
  to	
  preventing	
  the	
  loss	
  of	
  life	
  and	
  property	
  that	
  is	
  associated	
  with	
  flooding	
  
events.	
  The	
  entire	
  community	
  of	
  Ruston	
  is	
  susceptible	
  to	
  flooding.	
  The	
  following	
  information	
  has	
  been	
  provided	
  
to	
  educate	
  the	
  citizens	
  of	
  Ruston	
  about	
  Special	
  Flood	
  Hazard	
  Area	
  (SFHA’s),	
  flood	
  prone	
  areas	
  and	
  the	
  property	
  
within	
  them,	
  and	
  the	
  safety	
  of	
  every	
  citizen	
  within	
  these	
  areas.	
  	
  
	
  

¥ Flood	
  Hazard	
  
	
  
The	
  City	
  of	
  Ruston	
  is	
  located	
  in	
  south	
  central	
  Lincoln	
  Parish	
  and	
  is	
  effected	
  by	
  4	
  major	
  creek	
  basins:	
  the	
  
Colvin,	
  Choudrant,	
  Shepherd,	
  and	
  Cypress	
  Creek	
  basin.	
  	
  
	
  

¥ Flood	
  Safety	
  
	
  
1.	
  Determine	
  the	
  safest	
  route	
  from	
  your	
  home	
  or	
  business	
  to	
  higher,	
  safer	
  ground.	
  
2.	
  Take	
  heed	
  to	
  emergency	
  officials	
  advising	
  you	
  to	
  evacuate	
  your	
  home	
  or	
  business.	
  	
  
3.	
  Turn	
  off	
  all	
  utilities,	
  gas,	
  and	
  electricity	
  at	
  the	
  main	
  switch.	
  	
  
4.	
  Keep	
  your	
  nose	
  and	
  eye	
  out	
  for	
  a	
  gas	
  leak	
  and	
  alert	
  the	
  responsible	
  gas	
  provider.	
  	
  
5.	
  Drowning	
  is	
  the	
  number	
  one	
  cause	
  of	
  flood	
  related	
  deaths.	
  DO	
  NOT	
  walk	
  through	
  flowing	
  water.	
  
6.	
  DO	
  NOT	
  drive	
  through	
  a	
  flooded	
  area.	
  Currents	
  can	
  be	
  deceptive,	
  water	
  that	
  appears	
  to	
  be	
  standing	
  
still	
  may	
  be	
  flowing.	
  	
  
	
  
	
  



¥ Flood	
  Insurance	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  City	
  of	
  Ruston	
  participates	
  in	
  the	
  National	
  Flood	
  Insurance	
  Program	
  (NFIP)	
  and	
  currently	
  has	
  an	
  ISO	
  
rating	
  of	
  9.	
  	
  
	
  
Mandatory	
  Purchase	
  Requirement:	
  The	
  mandatory	
  purchase	
  requirement	
  applies	
  to	
  all	
  forms	
  of	
  federal	
  
or	
  federally	
  related	
  financial	
  assistance	
  for	
  buildings	
  located	
  in	
  a	
  Special	
  Flood	
  Hazard	
  (SFHA).	
  This	
  
requirement	
  affects	
  loans	
  and	
  grants	
  for	
  the	
  purchase,	
  construction,	
  repair,	
  or	
  improvement	
  of	
  any	
  
publicly	
  or	
  privately	
  owned	
  buildings	
  in	
  the	
  SFHA.	
  If	
  a	
  building	
  is	
  located	
  in	
  a	
  SFHA,	
  the	
  agency	
  or	
  lender	
  
is	
  required	
  by	
  law	
  to	
  require	
  the	
  recipient	
  to	
  purchase	
  a	
  flood	
  insurance	
  policy	
  on	
  the	
  building.	
  	
  
	
  
For	
  more	
  information	
  about	
  flood	
  insurance	
  contact:	
  
www.fema.gov/business/nfip	
  
Lincoln	
  Parish	
  Library	
  www.mylpl.org	
  
Contact	
  your	
  insurance	
  agent	
  
Contact	
  the	
  City	
  of	
  Ruston	
  Floodplain	
  Administrator	
  318-­‐251-­‐8640	
  
	
  

¥ Property	
  Protection	
  

	
   	
   There	
  are	
  many	
  ways	
  that	
  you	
  can	
  protect	
  your	
  property	
  from	
  flood	
  damage.	
  If	
  the	
  ground	
  floor	
  level	
  of	
  	
  
	
   	
   your	
  home	
  or	
  business	
  is	
  below	
  Base	
  Flood	
  Elevation	
  (BFE)	
  you	
  should	
  consider	
  applying	
  certain	
  	
  	
  
	
   	
   preventative	
  measures	
  to	
  protect	
  your	
  property	
  from	
  flood	
  waters.	
  	
  

	
   	
   For	
  more	
  information	
  on	
  ways	
  to	
  protect	
  your	
  property	
  from	
  flood	
  damage:	
  	
  
	
   	
   www.fema.gov/protect-­‐your-­‐property#	
  
	
  

¥ Floodplain	
  Development	
  Permit	
  Requirements	
  	
  
	
   	
   	
  
	
   	
   All	
  development	
  within	
  the	
  City	
  of	
  Ruston	
  requires	
  a	
  construction	
  permit	
  from	
  the	
  Inspections	
  	
   	
  
	
   	
   Department.	
  City	
  of	
  Ruston	
  ordinances	
  and	
  the	
  International	
  Building	
  Codes	
  have	
  special	
  provisions	
  	
  
	
   	
   regulating	
  construction	
  and	
  development	
  within	
  a	
  floodplain.	
  Any	
  development	
  within	
  a	
  floodplain	
  	
  
	
   	
   without	
  a	
  permit	
  is	
  against	
  city	
  code	
  and	
  should	
  be	
  reported	
  to	
  the	
  Floodplain	
  Administrator	
  at	
  
	
   	
   318-­‐251-­‐8640.	
  
	
  

¥ Drainage	
  System	
  Maintenance	
  	
  
	
  
	
   	
   Sec	
  24-­‐63,	
  Article	
  VI,	
  Chapter	
  24	
  of	
  the	
  Code	
  of	
  Ordinances	
  for	
  the	
  City	
  of	
  Ruston	
  states	
  that	
  no	
  person	
  	
  
	
   	
   shall	
  impede	
  the	
  functionality	
  of	
  any	
  drainage	
  facility	
  or	
  easement	
  by	
  obstruction,	
  relocation,	
  or	
  other	
  	
  
	
   	
   modification.	
  Owners	
  may	
  perform	
  surface	
  maintenance	
  such	
  as	
  grounds	
  keeping	
  or	
  landscaping	
  on	
  	
  
	
   	
   easements,	
  provided	
  they	
  do	
  not	
  modify	
  or	
  damage	
  any	
  drainage	
  structure	
  or	
  system.	
  	
  
	
  
	
   	
   It	
  is	
  illegal	
  to	
  deposit	
  any	
  type	
  of	
  debris	
  into	
  a	
  stream	
  or	
  drainage	
  ditch.	
  This	
  debris	
  can	
  impede	
  drainage	
  	
  
	
   	
   of	
  flood	
  water	
  and	
  can	
  slow	
  the	
  flow	
  of	
  the	
  water.	
  Citizens	
  of	
  Ruston	
  are	
  strongly	
  encouraged	
  to	
  keep	
  	
  
	
   	
   drainage	
  ditches	
  on	
  their	
  property	
  free	
  of	
  debris,	
  vegetation	
  and	
  any	
  other	
  substance	
  that	
  can	
  interfere	
  	
  
	
   	
   with	
  the	
  drainage.	
  Any	
  illegal	
  debris	
  dumping	
  should	
  be	
  reported	
  to	
  the	
  Public	
  Works	
  Department	
  at	
  	
  
	
   	
   318-­‐242-­‐7700	
  or	
  email	
  publicworks@ruston.org.	
  
	
  

¥ Flood	
  Information	
  
	
  
Citizens	
  of	
  Ruston	
  can	
  obtain	
  flood	
  information	
  concerning	
  flooding,	
  flood	
  maps,	
  mandatory	
  flood	
  
insurance	
  purchase	
  requirements,	
  flood	
  insurances	
  requirements	
  and	
  inquiries,	
  and	
  flood	
  zone	
  
determinations	
  from	
  the	
  Floodplain	
  Administrator	
  at	
  318-­‐251-­‐8640.	
  



¥ Important	
  Websites	
  
	
  
http://www.fema.gov/	
  
http://www.usgs.gov/	
  
http://www.noaa.gov/	
  
http://www.floods.org/	
  
http://www.weather.gov/	
  
http://www.flash.org/	
  
http://www.lsp.org/pdf/HurricaneGuideSW.pdf	
  
http://www.floodsmart.gov/	
  
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/la/nwis	
  
http://www.ruston.org	
  

	
  “Ouachita	
  River	
  at	
  Monroe”	
  
http://rivergages.mvr.usace.army.mil/WaterControl/stationinfo2.cfm?sid=D11732CA&fid=MLUL1&dt=S	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
   	
   	
  

	
   	
   	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  


